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EDUCATION 

B.A., Summa Cum Laude, Eastern Michigan University (1976) 
J.D., Summa Cum Laude, Ohio State University (1979) 
LL.M., University of Illinois (1983) 
J.S.D., University of Illinois (1990) 

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Bar memberships: United States Supreme Court, Texas, Ohio (inactive status), Illinois (inactive status) 
Member: American Law Institute; American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (Regent and Academic 

Fellow); American Bar Foundation; Texas Bar Foundation; Texas State Bar Association 
Editor-in-Chief, REPTL Reporter, State Bar of Texas (2013-present) 
Keeping Current Probate Editor, Probate and Property magazine (1992-present) 

CAREER HISTORY 

Private Practice, Columbus, Ohio (1980) 
Instructor of Law, University of Illinois (1980-81) 
Professor, St. Mary’s University School of Law (1981-2005) 
Governor Preston E. Smith Regents Professor of Law, Texas Tech University School of Law (2005 – present) 
Visiting Professor, Boston College Law School (1992-93) 
Visiting Professor, University of New Mexico School of Law (1995) 
Visiting Professor, Southern Methodist University School of Law (1997) 
Visiting Professor, Santa Clara University School of Law (1999-2000) 
Visiting Professor, La Trobe University School of Law (Melbourne, Australia) (2008 & 2010) 
Visiting Professor, The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law (2012) 
Visiting Professor (virtual), Boston University School of Law (2014 & 2016) 
Visiting Professor (virtual), University of Illinois College of Law (2017) 

SELECTED HONORS 

Order of the Coif 
Estate Planning Hall of Fame, National Association of Estate Planners & Councils (2015) 
ABA Journal Blawg 100 Hall of Fame (2015) 
Outstanding Professor Award – Phi Alpha Delta (Texas Tech Univ.) (2016) (2015) (2013) (2010) (2009) (2007) (2006) 
Excellence in Writing Awards, American Bar Association, Probate & Property (2012, 2001, & 1993) 
President’s Academic Achievement Award, Texas Tech University (2015) 
Outstanding Researcher from the School of Law, Texas Tech University (2017 & 2013) 
Chancellor’s Council Distinguished Teaching Award (Texas Tech University) (2010) 
President’s Excellence in Teaching Award (Texas Tech University) (2007) 
Professor of the Year – Phi Delta Phi (St. Mary’s University chapter) (1988) (2005) 
Student Bar Association Professor of the Year Award – St. Mary’s University (2001-2002) (2002-2003) 
Russell W. Galloway Professor of the Year Award – Santa Clara University (2000) 
Distinguished Faculty Award – St. Mary’s University Alumni Association (1988) 
Most Outstanding Third Year Class Professor – St. Mary’s University (1982) 
State Bar College – Member since 1986 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

WILLS, TRUSTS, AND ESTATES: EXAMPLES AND EXPLANATIONS (7th ed. 2019); FAT CATS AND LUCKY DOGS – 

HOW TO LEAVE (SOME OF) YOUR ESTATE TO YOUR PET (2010); TEACHING MATERIALS ON ESTATE PLANNING 
(4th ed. 2013); 9 & 10 TEXAS LAW OF WILLS (Texas Practice 2021); TEXAS WILLS, TRUSTS, AND ESTATES 

(2018); 12, 12A, & 12B WEST’S TEXAS FORMS — ADMINISTRATION OF DECEDENTS’ ESTATES AND GUARDIAN-
SHIPS (4th ed. 2019); When You Pass on, Don't Leave the Passwords Behind: Planning for Digital Assets, 
PROB. & PROP., Jan./Feb. 2012, at 40; Wills Contests – Prediction and Prevention, 4 EST. PLAN. & COMM. 
PROP. L.J. 1 (2011); Digital Wills: Has the Time Come for Wills to Join the Digital Revolution?, 33 OHIO 
N.U.L. REV. 865 (2007); Pet Animals: What Happens When Their Humans Die?, 40 SANTA CLARA L. REV. 
617 (2000); Ante-Mortem Probate: A Viable Alternative, 43 ARK. L. REV. 131 (1990). 




